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Response to Governor Kasich’s Proposed Mid-Biennium Review
Media Statement from Lisa Hamler-Fugitt, executive director for the Ohio Association of Foodbanks:
“On behalf of the Ohio Association of Foodbanks and the hundreds of thousands of Ohioans we serve
every month through our emergency food programs and other programs, I want to applaud Governor
Kasich for the proposals he has set forth in his Mid-Biennium Review related to vulnerable people in
our state.
“His proposal to establish an Office of Human Services Innovation within the Ohio Department of Job
and Family Services holds much promise for improvement in the way our state delivers services and
strengthens its families and communities. We are encouraged by Governor Kasich’s commitment to
coordinating services to ensure that individuals and families do not fall through the cracks of our
human services programs.
“We also applaud his proposal to increase the state’s new Earned Income Tax Credit from 5 percent to
15 percent of the federal credit. We look forward to the potential for this tax credit to be made
refundable in the future in order to help low-income Ohioans keep more of the money they earn.
“Like Governor Kasich, we believe in the dignity of work and we strive to connect Ohioans with the work
support programs they need to achieve household stability and move out of poverty. We thank
Governor Kasich for his leadership and look forward to working with him to serve low-income Ohioans
through a coordinated, person-centered approach.”
About the Ohio Association of Foodbanks
The Ohio Association of Foodbanks is Ohio’s largest charitable response to hunger, representing Ohio’s 12 Feeding
America foodbanks and 3,300 member charities including food pantries, soup kitchens, and shelters. In SFY 2013,
the association and its member foodbanks were able to acquire and distribute over 173 million pounds of food and
grocery items. Follow the association on Twitter, stay connected on Facebook, and visit them on the web at
www.ohiofoodbanks.org.
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